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Overview of Online Testing and Assessment in Postsecondary Education in Kentucky 
 
This overview of online testing and assessment in postsecondary education in Kentucky reflects 
the wide variety of institutional testing and assessment functions employed throughout the 
system. The Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education, unlike the Kentucky Department of 
Education, does not have direct responsibility for student assessment. However, documented 
student learning outcomes is a significant part of the postsecondary education accountability 
system and individual colleges and universities have already begun developing assessment 
systems to monitor student learning outcomes for institutional improvement.   
 
Multiple assessment needs and readiness to launch initiatives have resulted in multiple 
assessment techniques with supporting technologies. Assessment in postsecondary education is 
driven by regional accreditation of institutions, program reviews, discipline association 
certification, Kentucky’s key indicators of accountability and Kentucky’s administrative regulation 
for mandatory assessment and placement o incoming students. Currently the majority of testing 
and assessment is not conducted online.  
 
Responsibilities and oversight of assessment are largely decentralized among departments and 
academic support units within institutions. However, all institutions, and the KCTCS system, have 
a central administrative unit for collecting assessment results, providing technical support for 
assessment throughout the institution, and have the primary responsibility for assessment 
functions that support regional accreditation. 
 
The following examples illustrate different levels of responsibility for common postsecondary 
assessments: 
 

• Institutional level: KCTCS: Placement testing, conducted primarily using COMPASS, is 
managed by an assessment center that may be located within academic affairs, student 
affairs or workforce development.  The advantage of COMPASS is that scores can be 
downloaded directly into PeopleSoft. COMPASS is also available for online 
administration.   

• State level: The Statewide Math Placement Testing Group is piloting an online Math 
placement test. 

• Course level: KCTCS and UK: Decisions about online testing at the course level are 
made typically by the instructor and increasingly by a department.  Decisions may include 
use of a nationally-recognized exam (e.g., Nursing’s NCLEX practice test; Dentistry’s use 
of ExamMaster to prepare students for national boards), a test constructed via an item 
bank provided by a widely used publisher (e.g., information technology’s SAM), or 
homegrown by a department (e.g., Math department college algebra final exam). 

• Institutional level: UK: At the university level, some aspects of assessment of General 
Education learning outcomes, using commercial exams may require online administration 
(e.g. Rand’s Collegiate Learning Appraisal). 

 
Online testing and assessment are not synonymous in higher education.  Assessment in the 
higher education context refers to a wide range of direct and indirect strategies that include 
student testing.  For example, the use of the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) is 
widely used and can be administered online or by paper.  The NSSE is an indirect assessment 
that provides a profile of students to examine important campus questions about program quality 
and learning effectiveness.  
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In addition to distinguishing testing from assessment it is helpful to distinguish assessment from 
reporting. The reporting of assessment data (i.e. results and use of results for improvements), 
collected either through traditional means or online, is an important aspect of the state’s 
assessment agenda. 
 
A variety of assessments, conducted across the college or university, depend on the goal and 
level of education as illustrated in the following examples: 
 

• KCTCS: Course placement and diagnostic data (when used) for entering students are 
recorded in their PeopleSoft student record.  Because all KCTCS institutions use 
PeopleSoft, and the student has a unique identifier, the record is accessible across all 
colleges and stays with the student. 

• UK: Test score information is collected and maintained in the institution’s central student 
information management system, SAP. Individual colleges are investigating and investing 
in assessment database management systems that can link with SAP’s Campus 
Management module. 

• KCTCS and UK: Increasing numbers of disciplines require demonstration of 
competencies via multiple assessments throughout the student’s academic work or at the 
conclusion (e.g. teacher education, engineering, nursing).  These program-based 
assessments are typically driven by program accreditation standards and requirements. 

• The Council on Postsecondary Education: Requires reporting of aggregated student 
engagement survey scores from each public four-year university as part of the Key 
Indicators of Progress in Postsecondary reform. 

•  
 

A table of selected software identified to support assessment and/or reporting of assessment 
table is attached to illustrate the range of products available in the marketplace. While this table 
includes a variety of products that are current assessment vendors in the higher education market 
(e.g. Blackboard, Tk20, TaskStream) including some of which are mega systems and others are 
niche tools with advanced features (e. g. LXR or Perception Questionmark for test development 
and implementation), this list is not exhaustive. 
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A Selection of Higher Education Assessment Vendors 
 

Company Features/Products Reporting 
Conducting 
Assessment Weblinks 

 
Academic 
Management 
Systems 
 

 
Curriculum Analysis Tools 
(CATS), CoursEval, eCV X X 

 
http://www.academic
management.com/ind
ex.asp?app=%20  

Advanced 
Informatics 
 

E*Value, PxDxCaseLogger, 
E*gme, MyFolio X X 

http://www.advancedi
nformatics.com/produ
cts/  
 

Blackboard Blackboard Outcomes 

X X 

http://www.blackboar
d.com/products/acad
emic_suite/outcomes
_system  
 

Chalk & Wire EPortfolio2, CWReporter, 
CWReporter Plus 
 

X X 
www.chalkandwire.co
m  

CoursEval Teacher Course Evaluation 
systems 
 X X 

http://www.academic
management.com/ind
ex.asp?app=cou  
 

Digital Measures Assessment database and 
survey options 
 

X  
http://www.digitalmea
sures.com/  

Edumetry Learning outcomes 
management system 
 

X X 
http://www.edumetry.
com/index.html  

eLumen 
Achievement 
Software 
 

Rubric driven assessment 
system  X 

www.elumen.info  

LiveText Comprehensive 
assessment system for 
students, faculty, 
administrators 
 

X X 

http://college.livetext.
com/college/index.ht
ml

 
LXR (Logic 
Extension 
Resources; a 
division of 
Applied 
Measurement 
Professionals) 

 
developer of the LXR*TEST 
family of advanced 
assessment products; 
comprehensive item 
banking, test generation, 
extensive reporting and 
item analysis solutions for 
your testing program 
 

 X 

 
http://www.lxr.com/de
fault.htm  

Nuventive IWebfolio, TracDat 
 X X 

www.nuventive.com/
producs.tracdat.html  
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Company Features/Products Reporting 
Conducting 
Assessment Weblinks 

Questionmark 
Perception 

Test authoring software; 
innovative item 
formats/types 
 

 X 

http://www.questionm
ark.com/us/perceptio
n/index.aspx  

Sedona Faculty database tool 

X  

http://www.educause.
edu/apps/eq/eqm04/e
qm0415.asp?bhcp=1  
 

STEPS Student tracking evaluation 
and portfolio system, The 
Student Tracking, 
Evaluation and Portfolio 
System (STEPS) is a 
student-built, faculty-led 
and administratively 
designed assessment 
system 
 

 
 
 
 
 

X 
 

 
 
 

X 

http://www.cob.csuchi
co.edu/Centers_and_
Academies/STEPS/in
dex.html

 
TaskStream 

 
Competency assessment 
and reporting, electronic 
portfolios 
 

X X 

 
https://www.taskstrea
m.com/pub/  

Tk20 Course, Program, and Unit-
level Assessmext, 
Standards-based, 
Reflective, Electronic 
Portfolios; 
Tracking/Management of 
Field Experience & Clinical 
Practice; Data Aggregation 
from Student Information 
Systems; Report 
Generation for 
Comprehensive Analysis, 
and Accreditation Support; 
Survey,Document Room
 

X X 

www.tk20.c0m/home/
index.html    

 
True Outcomes 
(purchased by 
Thomson 
Publishing)  
 

 
Professional Portfolio, 
Performance Assessment, 
Curriculum Record, Survey X X 

 
www.trueoutcomes.c
om  

Virginia 
Commonwealth 
University and 
Centrieva  
 

WEAVE Online 

X  

www.weaveonline.net
/welcome
http://www.weaveonli
ne.com/demo.asp  

 

August 27, 2007  Page 4 

http://www.questionmark.com/us/perception/index.aspx
http://www.questionmark.com/us/perception/index.aspx
http://www.questionmark.com/us/perception/index.aspx
http://www.educause.edu/apps/eq/eqm04/eqm0415.asp?bhcp=1
http://www.educause.edu/apps/eq/eqm04/eqm0415.asp?bhcp=1
http://www.educause.edu/apps/eq/eqm04/eqm0415.asp?bhcp=1
http://csuccob.gotodna.com/Centers_and_Academies/STEPS/index.html
http://csuccob.gotodna.com/Centers_and_Academies/STEPS/index.html
http://csuccob.gotodna.com/Centers_and_Academies/STEPS/index.html
http://www.cob.csuchico.edu/Centers_and_Academies/STEPS/index.html
http://www.cob.csuchico.edu/Centers_and_Academies/STEPS/index.html
http://www.cob.csuchico.edu/Centers_and_Academies/STEPS/index.html
http://www.cob.csuchico.edu/Centers_and_Academies/STEPS/index.html
https://www.taskstream.com/pub/
https://www.taskstream.com/pub/
http://www.tk20.c0m/home/index.html
http://www.tk20.c0m/home/index.html
http://www.trueoutcomes.com/
http://www.trueoutcomes.com/
http://www.weaveonline.net/welcome
http://www.weaveonline.net/welcome
http://www.weaveonline.com/demo.asp
http://www.weaveonline.com/demo.asp

	k12 online assessments 8-24.pdf
	Assessment in Postsecondary 8-27.pdf



